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Gerrard Mayor. 
Martis viii die Novembris 1709, Aunoq; 


RRne. Anne Magne Britanniæ, x. 
Octavo. 7 


His Court doth defire Mr: Hilliard to 
Print his Sermon lately preached at 
2 Cathedral=Church of St. Paul, before 


the Lord Mayor and Aldermen 'of this 
* 


Gibſon. 


n — * 
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IO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir Samuel Gerrard, Bar. 
LOR D-MAYOR. 


My Lord, 5 
HE Commands of your Lordſhip, aud 
1 your Worſhipful Brethren, is not only 
| the beſt Excuſe that I have fon the Publica 
| tion of this plain Diſcourſe, that was never 
intended to have appeard in Publick, but 
llſo the beſt Foundation of hoping, at leaſt, that 
i may anſwer your Intentions, in laying 
this Obligation upon me. Tis to me an Ar 
| grment that you thought this Sermon would 
be ferviceable to excite: a due Regard to the 
Authority of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Sacred Dignity of the Prieſthood, which 
| Pave of late been: foi boldly firuck at by the 
Aut bor of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church; 
who has ſo impudently and (as I humbly- 
concerve ) groundleſiy boaſted of the | Appro= 


bat ion 
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he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| bation of Authority on his Side. May your 
Lordſhip's Recommendation of this Diſcourſe 
to the Publick, which contains Principles ſo 
direckly repugnant to bis, be ſeconded by the 
due Uſe of that Sword which your Lordſhip 
ſo howourably bears for the Puniſhment of 
ſuch Evil Doers, as turn Religion into Re- 
bellion, and Faith into Faction. 


* 


1 


_— 


—- 
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with all duc Regard, L- 


Your Lordſki ps 


very humble Servant, 


SAMUEL HILLIARD. 
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LUKE XVI. 29. 
Arab, ſaith unto him, They have Moſes and 


the Froguets 3 let them bear them. 

V AN / the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
e the Wonders and Miracles that 

he wrought - the Hands of his Servants; Be 

ma v thoſe amazing Works ſufficient to prevail 


HEN God had ſuficiently atteſted 


 dience to his Laws tor ever after ; . ſo, that there 
could be no Neceſſity (having ſuch a ſure Ground 
and Foundation for out, Faith) to expect that cx- 
traordinary Things ſh8uld be done in every 
Age of the World to convince Sinners, God, £9- 
verning us now in a Method ſuited tor our Rea- 
ſon, and the Circumſtances of our preſent Con; 
diry on. 
k 4 has therefore given us ſuch. Aﬀfurances, of 
Eternal Lite, as may either perfwade, or, be re: 
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 ffted by us; ſuch a Diſcovery of the Pains of Hell, 
as may either work upon our Fears, or be defeated 

by our Unbelief. And indeed, without this there 
would have been no Trial of Men „ no Diſcrimi- 


nation between the Wiſe and Fbolt, between the 


Virtuous and the Wicked : God will not therefore 


force a Belief of theſe Things upon us, but makes 


it the ſubject of our own Choice, and an inſtance 6f 
our Firiwe. | 3 

No Re ward is due to them who give Credit to 
nothing but what they have Otcuhr Demonſtra- 


tion for; ſuch cannot be ſaid to believe God ſo 


much as the report of their own Senſes; fo that 
the want of the ſight of Miracles, is no Juſtifica- 


tion of any Man's Infidelity: For if all thoſe that 
were at firſt done for the Confirmation of gur 


* 


Faith, were to be ſhewn to every partirular 455 


or Chriſtian, the Wonder of them would cea e, 
and the Miracle would be ſo far from affecting 
Mens Minds, that it would have little or no In- ls. 
ffutnce over them. God therefore denies unufual WK 
Methods of Conviction to Men's unreaſonable Curi- T 
oſity, and directs them to thoſe ordinary Means of 


Grace, under which his Mgcy and Goodneſs have 


fo long plac'd them. 


The Rich Man ſpoke of in this Chapter, would 
have had his Brethren reform'd „ by ſending one to 


. them from the Dead: Abraham tells him, Moſes 


and the Prophets were ſufficient : He again argues, 
that the Surprize and Wonder of an Appatition 
would certainly effect the Work: Nay Father 


LC. 


vefore the” ,OrdslViayor, 


Abrabam; but tif one went unto them from the Dead, 
they will repent. To which Abraham very ratio- 
nally replies, that they who cou'd reſiſt Hoſes 
aud the Prophets, who led doas 2nd faid fo many 
| wonderful things, and who were ſent to them by 
Dod himſelf, weu d never be convinc'd by any 
extraordinary Meaſures that cou'd be taken with 
them. Even no moſt affrighting Appurition, the 
ſending One from the Dead, would ſignifie nothing, 
if they were fo hatden d as. not to hear and regard 
Moſes and the Fropbets; and therefore ſince they 
were bleſs d with the ordinary Means of God's 
| Grace, if they were ſo wicked as not to be pre- 
vaild upon by them, no extraordinary Methods 
could reaſonably be ſuppos d to do it. Inſtead 
therefore of ſending one to them from the Dead, (ſays 
Abraham,) Let them make à right uſe of thoſe 
Gracious Revelations they already enjoy: They 
have: Moſes and the Dae let ewe them. 
In which Words are expteſe d, u 
The fixed and ſtanding Rule Od had ned 
us to walk by, in order to our Attainment of Sal- 
vation. And that is, F 
By hearing Moſes and the Prophets. e 
i we take Moſes and the Prophets op] 
they ſi ignifie no more than the Five Booksof Moſes, 
which contain'd the Old Law, and the Sixteen 
Books of the Prophets, which were but ſo many 
| Expoſitors upon him, either declaring God's Mer- 
cies, or denouncing his Judgments againſt the 
| People of Tſrael, according ta their Obedience or 
nc 
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Diſobedience to that Law, wherein the Meſſzub 
was ſo plainly prefigured. SO, 
Or if we take Moſes and the Prophets Figura 
tively, by a Synecdoche, (where the greater or 
more eminent part is put for the whole ;) they | 

ſignifie then all the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment, all that the Jewiſh Church comprized-under 
the Sacred Canon, and look d upon as a Rule both 
of Life and Doctrine. 3 
Or if we take Moſes and the Prophets Analogi- 

cally, they comprehend then all the ſeveral Di- 
ſpenſations of God's Mercy, as expreſs d either in 
the Old or New Teſtament ; they ſignifie the 
whole revealed Will of God, and whatſoever he 
has ſet down therein as neceſſary to our attaining | 
Eternal Life and Happineſs: | 


& 


Now Moſes and the Prophets,. taken in this large 
and comprehenſive Senſe, contain in them all thoſe 
Things chat we ought either to believe or to do : 
Theſe ſufficiently inſtruct us, ſo te gloriſe G MN 
upon Earth, that we may be glorified by him in * 


Heaven. In this Senſe therefore I ſhall take them, 
as being the fulleſt and moſt compleat. 


So then, to hear the preaching of God's Word 
by his Miniſters, are the Means appointed by God 
to bring us to Heaven; theſe are ſufficient to warn 
us to flee from the Mrath to come; theſe are powerful 
enough to work either upon our Hopes or Fears, 
and have ſufficient Evidence on their Side to make 
every ſober and rational Perſon to believe and obey 


them. And therctore God having done all that Men 


before the Lord-Mayor, c. 


can deſire, to juſtiſie the Truth of the Scri ptures, 

and having made them ſo conſummate in them- 
lelves, for the end for which he caus'd them to be 
Written, has ordain'd the Hearing of Them, to be 
the ordinary and conſtant Means of obtaining Sal- 
vation: There is no need therefore of any other; 
for ſhould one be ſent from the Dead, What can he 
declare that the Scriptures have not already ſhewn 
us? Could He acquaint us that God will puniſh 
the Ungodly, and reward the Righteous! The 
Scriptures: have evidently and clearly done it al- 
ready. Here we have an Aſſurance, that God will 
render to every Man according to his Deeds, to them 
who by patient Continuance in well doing, |, _ for Glo- 
ry and Honour, and Immortality, eternal Life. But 
auto them who obey Unrighteonſneſs, I: dignatimn and 

Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh pon the Soul of 
every Man that doth Exil. 
Could one from the Dead ſhew us that there is an 


' Heaven of Glory, and an Hell of Torment. ? 


Who can deſcribe thole blitsful Regions better 
than it is in the 2157 and 22d Chapters of the Re- 
delation of St. John, where we read of 4 City of 
pure Gold, with Gates of Pearl, and Malls of preci- 


— Stoner ; Rivers of Geoff, and Trees of Life; 


Crowns and I brones of Glory ? 
Who can deſcribe Hell and its Torments more: 


frightfully, than it is in the 14th and 15th Chap- 
ters of the Revelation; where we are told, That 


the Mioled ſhall drink 7 the M ius of God's 77 rath, 
which is poured out into ibe Cup of. his Indignation, 
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mithout mixture; That they ſhall be tormented with 
Fire and Brimftone; That the Smoak of their Tor- 
ments ſball aſcend. up for ever and. ever, That their 
Worm ſhall never &7 That . hey ſball newer ref Day 
nor Nigbt; That they ay fe — their Tongues for 
Pain, * blaſpheme the God of — Wade of 
iar Torments and Agonies? 
Conld any one from the Dead give greater Encou- 
ragement to Sinners to repent, than that efficacious 
Eloquence which we find 10 abundantly in the 
Scriptures? Do they not declare, That mhenſoever 
the wicked Man turneth away from the W ickedneſs that 
he bath committed, and, does that which is Lawful 
and Right, be ſhall ſave his Soul alive? Nay, does 
not the Ever-Bleſſed Jeſus himſelf tell us, in the 
15th Chapter of St. Luke's Goſpel, There is Toys in 


_ the . 1 of the Angels of God over one Sinner that | 


repente th ? 


What need thantbee of * one from the 
Dead, ſince theſe Things are ſo demonſtrably made 


known to us by the Holy Scriptures; and thole # | 
Scriptures have been confirmed by the Evidence of 


them that have riſen from the Dead, as well as by 


the moſt undeniable Miracles, 85 gns ond Wonders? 


From whence we may ſee, that God hath order d 
the Hearing Moſes and the Prophets, as ſufficient | 
Means 1 in themſelves of our attaining Salvation. | 
And that he has done ſo, will be further evident 
from theſe following Conſt 3 WERE As, 

157, Becauſe he himſelf direas us to Moſes Jy 
the Prophets only, in order to it. 


— 


before the Lord-Mayor, Oc. 
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240. Becauſe he has made thoſe Means ſo per 
28 and compleat for the effecting of that End, that 
nothing can be more ſo. And 

Laſtly, Becauſe the Effects produc d by them have 


ſufficiently demonſtrated their Power and Efficacy 
to that purpole. 


1, It is evident, That God has appointed the 


Hearing of Moſes and the Prophets, as the Means 
of attaining Salvation ; becauſe he directs us to 


Them, as the only proper Method that can be ta- 


ken in order to it. "Twas to this that God of 


old directed the Fews, when they had forſaken 
him, and betaken themſelves to other ways, to the 
Lam and to the 7. eſtimoniec, Tfa. 3: 36. þ 
ſpeak not according to this Word, it us becauſe there 
4s no Light in them. So our Bleſſed Lord ſends 
us to the Church for Direction. But if ( ſays he) 
they hear not the Church, let him be to thee u an 


Heat hen Man and a Pablican, Matth. 18. 1 7. Nay, 

tho the Jewiſh Doctors in our Saviour's Days, 

YN were Men of the moſt corrupt and vicious Lives; 
yet that could not excuſe the People from att&hd- | 


ing upon their Miniſtry. The Scribes and Phari- 
ſees fit in Moſes Chair; all thereſore whatſoever they 3 
bid you obſerve, that (ſays he,) obſerve and "do. 
So that it is a very dangerous miſtake in many 
among us, to think that the reading the Scrip- | 


tures Or A good Sermon at Home 15 fafficienr, 


whilſt they neglect the Publick Mmiſtry of God's 8 
Word in the Church. The Rich Man's Brethren 
were not here directed to Read: but to Hear Mo- 


V they 


— 


— 


Mat. 23. 2 
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ſes and the Prophets; and v. 31. we are told, that 
if they refus'd to bear them, if they neglected the 
Publick Miniſtry, there could be no hopes of their 
being perſwaded, though one roſe from the Dead. 
Moſes and the Prophets, Our Saviour Chriſt and | 
his Apoſtles, and the Elders or Minifters who have | 
been Ordain d in every City by them, and their Suc- | 
ceſſors ever ſince, and who rightly and duly adm | 
niſter Gods Holy Word and Sacraments, are autho- | 
riz d and appointed by God for the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, to let forward the Salvation of all. And if 
Men are fo perverſe, as to pay no due regard to 
their Inſtructions, which come recommended with | 
no leſs a Commiſſion and Authority than that of | 
God himſelf; or if they neglect to diſcharge this | 
| neceſſary Duty with that Reverence and Atten- | 
tionwhich it demands and requires, the Condition 
of ſuch profane and irreligious Perſons, is ſo de- 
{perate and deplorable, as leaves no hopes of Mer- | 
cy, but from the Prayers of the Communion of | 
that Church they ſo inſolently and careleſly de- 
4 le. 11510 r Pots 
*. great modern Pretenders to Wit and Rea- | 
ſon, who are for advancing both above the Word 
and Ordinances of God, are for making the 
cc 


Kizhrs et. ct, Clark's. Title to the Prieſt hood as good as the Par. | 


the Chri- C %, 6. £5 wif | 
tian .. ſors, and fixing a Right in every One, to exer- 


Church, 4 cile the Office» of Preaching, Baptizing, Praying 
_** aloud, and Conſccraiing the, Elements, which they — 
e 1mpioujsy. call Conjuratjon, inſtead, of Conſecratiun, 
and can xouchſafe no better Names for the Clergy, 


| 
ii 
| 


— — — 
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than that of Note- Malers, and Pulpit-Blunderbuſſes. 
Though, I ſay, they thus impiouſly revile the 


Miniſters of God's Holy Word and Sacrament «, vilifie 


their Sacred Office, and the laſt ſolemn Inſtituti- 
on of the Holy Jeſus celebrated by them, yet 
the Apoſtle expresſly declares, Heb. 5. 4. No 


Man taketh, or can take this Honour to himſelf , 
but be that is call d of God, as was Aaron. Every 


lawfully ordain'd Miniſter by the laying on of Hands 


of the Biſhops and Paſtors of Chrifts Church, has 

his Commiſſion and Authority from Chriſt Jeſus, 

the Supreme Head and Governor of the Church. 
The Church is his Family; and all the Officers 


of it are appointed and ordain d by the great 
Maſter of the Houſhold : He that is its Redeemer, 
Prince, and Saviour, has, conſtituted and impow- 

er'd Guides and Inſtructors to the End of the 
World. He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, Ppl u. 11, 
and Ewangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, © 


re 


for the perfecting of the Saints; for the work of the 


Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chri$t. 


St. James, in a very particular manner, direGs 


Chriſtians when they are Sick, to ſend for the El- 


ders or Miniflers of the Church to pray over them: : 
And St. Peter exhorts the Miniſters of God, to 


feed the Flock of God ; and particularly injoyns it 


upon the People, chat hey be Obedient to them. 


Timothy has Rules laid down for his Direction in 
Orqdaining Bichops and Deacons; and Miniſters are 
ſpoke of under very great Characters of Diſtin- 


Gon 


n 
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ction from other private Chriſtians, whom they 
are ſaid to rule; and they are therefore ſtil'd in 
Holy Writ, Manifters of the Goſpel, Embaſſadors 
of God, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 
And in the Exerciſe of their Office, they are ſaid 
to act in God's Name, and in Chriſt's ſtead ; ſo that 


they are God's proper Officers and Adminiſtra- 


bear Them: that they attend upon Their publick In- 


Scriptures being ſo full and expres in aſſerting and 
maintaining the Miniſterial Ofſice and Authority, 


tors, to negotiate the Buſineſs of his Kingdom, 


and ſet forward the Salvation of Men. 


Hence they are ſaid, to watch for their Peo- 
ples Souls, as them that muſt give Account; and 
they. again in a grateful Return for their Labour in 
the Lord, are commanded in Scripture, to count 
them worthy of double Honour, and to eſteem them 


bighly in Love for their Works ſake ; nay., to ſup- 


port them with their Subſtance, that they may 


attend wholly upon their Sacred. Function; 
and for the fake of the Spiritual things they di- 


ſpence to them, to adminiſter freely to them of 


their Earthly things :. For he that is taught in tbe 


Word, is to adminiſter to him that teacheth in all 


good things, and that ſo freely and liberally, that they 


who: preach the Goſpel, may live of the Goſpel. The 


God having fix d and appointed a Succeſſion of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Officers to the End of the World, and ſo 
ſolemnly injoyn d the People to-take heed hom they 


ſtructions with due Reverence, with that Soberneſs 
and.. 


Before The L.OTA=IVIAYOr, Oc. 


and Seriouſneſs as becomes them. It is evident, 
they muſt be profligately given up to all Vice 
and Ignorance, and void of all Shame or Fear, or 
the leaſt ſenſe of this grand and important Duty 
who dare thusin deſpite of God's Commands, and 
the Eternal Concerns of their Souls, forſale the af- 
ſembling themſelves together i in the Church of God, as 
the manner of ſome is. 

And thatthey muſt be arri d tothe higheſt Pitch 
of theſe flagrant Crimes, who are not content to al- 
low themſelves in this Heatheniſh Practice, but al- 
ſo impiouſly teach Men to do ſo too, making their 
Nea ten times more the Children of the Devil 
than themſelves, whoſe Damnation ſlumbers not. 

Let all thoſe ſelf-conceited Wretches, who are 
Prieſts and a Church to themſelves, read and con- 
ſider what the Ever- Bleſſed Jeſus lays to the Mi- 
nifters of his Holy W ord and Sacraments, to all 
thoſe that are rightly and duly Ordained to 


Preach his Holy Goſpel : He that heareth you, Lu. rc. 15. 


beareth me ; and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, 

and him that ſent me. 
Your Reading and Praying at Home therefore, 
when done in Contempt of the Publick Miniſtry, 
and the True and Genuine Worſhip, 1s but a 
Provocation to God, who interprets it as a de- 
ſpiſing the Solemn Inſtitution of his Ever-Bleſſed 
Son, who has ſent out his Miniſters as Embaſſadors 
in 2 ſtead : Nay, he looks upon it as 4 deſpi- 
2 ng binſelf, whole Repreſentatives they are. Add 
C 2 to 


CO COD nn. — 


po * Py Y o 7 7 


to this, That every private Chriſtian is by the 


very Denomination a profeſſed. Member of 
Chriſt's Church, and conſequently bound to join 
tual Communion with it. It was our 
Lord's great Deſign in his Undertaking for us, to 


in pe 


eather to himſelf a Church out of Mankind ; 


and in this Method, through Obedience to his 
to bring them unto Salvation. And this 


Laws, 
is the plain Senſe and Language of God's Spirit 


throughout the Holy Scriptures ; wherein what- | 


ſoever our Bleſſed Lord is {ſaid to have done or 


ſuffer d for Mankind, he is ſaid to have done and | 
ſuffer d for them; not as ſcatter d Individuals, or | 
as particular Chriſtians, but as gather'd and in- | 
| corporated into a Church: Thus ſays the great 
Erh. 5.25. Apoſtle St. Paul, Cbriſt los d the Church, and | 
dll ac. ac. Yave hinſelf for it. And be purchas d the Church | 

Eph. 5.23. with his own Blood And ſo again, Chriſt is the 


Saviour of the Body, that is, the Church. Now 


the conſequence from this, is, that every Chri- 
ſtian is, and ought to be, a Member of the publick | 
Church where he lives, (provided that the Terms | 


of its Communion are not ſinful ;) that without 
this, we can have no Relation to our Saviour 
Chriſt, nor any of the Priviledges of his Goſpel : 
For if we are not of the Body, we can have no 
Relation to the Head ; and if we be not of the 
Church, we can have no Benefit or Advantage by 
the Goſpel, whole Benefits are diſpens'd in the 


Church. Here it is that we have Pardon and 
Abſolution 
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Abſolution granted us: Here it is that we have 
God's Grace and eſpecial Preſence promis d to. 1. 


i be in the midſt of us : Here it is that we have” 
the Preaching of ihe good Word of God, which is Tim. 3. 
Alle to make ns Il iſe unto Salvation: Here it is g. . 


that we hade the Miniſtry of Reconciliation ; Here is. 
| are the Sacraments to let us in, and to confirm us 
in the Faith of Chriſt. Here are the Keys, both . _.. 
| for binding and looſing our Conſciences in point => 28. 
of Sin: So that to the partaking of all thoſe things 
that are neceſſary to every Chriſtian's Salvation, 
there lies an Obligation upon them of hearing. 
Moſes aud the Prophets, of attending conſtantly 
upon the Publick Miniſtry, and joyning in Com- 
munion with the Church of Christ ; which it is im- 
poſſible tor us to do, unleſs we Communicate 
with ſome particular part of it: And there is no 
Communicating with any part, except we do it 
with that where we live; I mean, the ſtrict main» 
taining Parochial Communion ; for this is our in- 
diſpenſable Duty. Thus you fee the Obligation we. 
Lye under to frequent the Pariſh- Church where we 
inhabit, if it can be conveniently done; to be con- 
ſtant Attenders upon the Publick Worſhip; there 
to join fervently and heartily in the lotemn Prayers 
and Prailes ; attentively to hear tac Preaching of 
God's Word, and celebrate the Bictied Sacrament 
which God has appointed to be adminiſtred to us 
by the Fte warcle of ti-e lit fre 12 of Ciorift Jeſus 0 

| _therwite all the Labour and Induſtry we can take, 
| Vithouc. 
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Rom. 10. 


8. 


46, 17. 


2 Tim. z. 


without theſe preſcrib'd Rules, will be in vam. The 
Apoſtle was ſenſible of the horrible Conſequence 
of Mens neglecting the aſſembling themſelves together, 


when he ſo ſolemnly admoniſh d tlie Chriſtians of 


the Age he liv d in to the contrary; that they would 


de very careful not to forſale the Public Aſſem- 


blies, as the manner of ſome among them was, 


Heb. 10. 25. But | | 
24ly. God has ordered and appointed the bearing 


Moſes and the Prophets, the attending upon the 


Publick Miniſtry, as the Means of attaining Salva- 
tion; becauſe he has made thoſe Means ſo proper 
and complete for the effecting of that End, that 
nothing can be more ſo. 5 


Faith (St. P anl tells us) comes by hearing an | 
Foh. 2.17. that by Grace we are . aved thro Faith. Here we 


ſee are the Means, and here is the End propos d. 
The Scripture, which is the Subject of our Preach- 


ing, and your Hearing, is very complete tor the 


attaining the End for which God deſign d it, and 
that it is both in reſpect of its Sufficiency and Power. 

As to its lee, it is profitable (ſays the 
Apoſtle,) for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correcti- 
on, for Inſtruction il Righteouſneſs ; that the Man 


of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto every 


good IVork. And fo it is likewiſe in reſpe& of 


its Power and Efficacy; for ihe Word of God 


| 4b.4.12. (lays the Author to the Hebrews) is quick and 
powerful, and ſbarper than any two-edged Sword, 


piercing even to the dividing aſunder of 8 oul and 


Spirit, 


| pbers, that the being preſent at a Sermon, is alk 


we cannot be Servants of God, unleſs we ſo bear- 
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and of the Toints and M d is Diſ 
Vit. and of the Joints and Marrow, and is a Diſ- 
1 of 2 Thoughts and Intent. of the Heart. 
So that the Scriptures are a ſufficient Rule both of 
Faith and Mangers; and if we keep up to our 
Duty, are conſtant in hearing Moſes and the Prophets, 
diligently attending upon the Publick Miniſtry ot 
this good Word of God; we ſhall fully be acquainted 
with the Nature of our Os and the performance 
of that, 15 the Condition of our Salvation: 
Not that the bare hearing Moſes and the Pro- 


that is requir'd of us: If we fit down under that- 
Miſtake, tho' we are never ſo ſwift to bear, yet 


ken as to Obey. The Golpel is undoubtedly what 
the Apoſtle affirms of it, the Power of God unto 
Salvation; for therein we have all thoſe Laws 
deſcribd, by which God prepares and guides us 
to eternal Glory, But what are all theſe Bleſſed 
Inſtitutions, if they are not rightly and duly ap- 
plied. Here are indeed our infallible Directions; 
but they ſignifie nothing, if not made uſe of as 
God has injoyn'd. 
Ihe Devil himſelf has Scripture enough at 
| command; nay, he Believes and Trembles. Judas 

heard many an excellent Sermon from our Blel- 
fed Saviour; yet for all this, was in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs, aud the Son of Perdition. 

The Rich Man in Hell, had heard Moſes and 
the. Prophets. every Sabbath-Day. in the Synagogne; 
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Bom anz. TANCE, he was doom' d fo 4 place of Torments, They 


yet becauſe he was not influenc'd by their Mini. 
ſtry to forſake his Pride, Cruclty, and Intempe. 


are not the Hearers, but Doers of 116 Law, who ſhall 


be juſt ſtified. 


The Publick ae of God's Word and 
Sacraments is able to ſave our Souls, if it be receiv'd 
with Meekneſs, and practic' d wich Sincerity : ; and | 
if it has any ather elfe ct, the Fault proceeds not 
from a deficiency of power in that, but a want 
of Application of it in our ſelves. 


The Defect was not in the Seel, but in the! 


Ground, into which Our Bleſſed Lord tells us it 
Was caſt. The Goſpel therefore is not to be blam d, 
becauſe it is bid to them that are loſt; nor is Moſes 
and the Propbets to be objected againſt, if after 


the Promulgation of God's Laws, Men will not 
continue in them to do them; nor are the Miniſters | 


of God to be reflected upon, if after all their | 
Pains and Labour; Men will either not heed, or | 
elſe ridicule their Keul Performances. God has 


in abundant Goodneſs render'd his Diſpenſations | 


ſufficient to lead us to eternal Bliſs ; So that when- | 
ever this good Intention is fruſtrated, we our 


ſelves diſappoint their Efficacy and Power. 


Pla!. 19. 7. 


The Law of the Lord is perfect, (ſays the Royal 
Pſalmiſt) converting the Soul : the Teſtimony of | 
the Lord is ſure, making Wiſe the Sin ple ; there 
is nothing wanting in it that can make it uſeful 
and Profitable to us; for by this we are taught, 
what 


— 
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what is the Will of God for our Salvation: 
By this we are rightly inform'd what to purſue, 
and what to avoid, what we are to believe and 


practice: By this we are acquainted with all God's 


wonderful Condeſcenſions to poor Sinners, in his 
ſo earneſtly inviting and importuning them to re- 
pent ; By this we know with what Favour he 
embraces, with what Tenderneſs he corrects, with 


what Bowels he pities, with what Power he ſup- 
ports, with what Wiſdom he directs, all thoſe 
that are his People, and the Sheep of his Paſture : 


This is the Labour of Moſes and the Prophets; 
this the Work of all your Spiritual Paſtors and 
Teachers, that all may come to the Knowledge of 


the Truth and be ſaved. 


Laſtly. It is evident that God has appointed the 


Hearing of Moſes and the Propbets, the Attend- | 


ing upon the Publick Miniſtry, as the Means of 


attaining Salvation; becauſe the Effects produc d 
by them, have ſufficiently demonſtrated their 


Power and Efficacy to that purpole. When the 
old World had fo corrupted it ſelf, that God re- 
pented he had made Man; yet as the likelieſt way 
to reclaim them, he ſent Noah (as St. Peter tells 
us) to be a Preacher of Righteouſneſs. And ſo 


when the Jews grew at any time very vicious 
and corrupt in their Lives 
rais d up among them ſome great and notable 
Prophet, to call them to Repentance, to de- 
nounce his Judgments; and to tell them of the 
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Evil of their Doings : And this produc d ſome- 
times great Changes and Reformation amon 
them. How did the Parable of Nathan affect 
the Heart of David, awaken his Conſcience, and | 
put him upon a ſerious and folemn bewailing | 
his Sins? What a force had Elijab's power- 
ful Sermon even upon a wicked Ahab ?. It exci- 
ted him him to fat, and to humble himſelf in 
Sackcloth and Aſhes. What a mighty Reformati- | 
on in the Days of Foſiah, did Hilkiah the High- 

Prieſt's acquainting him with the Law of the Lord 
occaſion ? But yet all this was nothing to thoſe | 
wonderful Effects produc'd by the preaching of | 
of our Lords Apoſtles. St. Peter converted 
no leſs than Three Thouſand Souls at a fin- 
gle Sermon, and Five thouſand at another. 
The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles proſelyted whole | 
Countries, by his Miniſtry, to the Chriſtian 

Religion; planting his Goſpel from Ternſalem 

round about unto Ilhricum; that is, through all 

the Countries of Phenice, Syria, and Arabia 

So that their Preaching univerſally prevail'd eve- 
ry where, at a time when all the Wit and Senſe, 

the Power and Intereſt of the World, were Con- 

tederate againſt it. Was it not prodigious that a 

tew illiterate Fiſhermen, and Tent-makers, ſhould 
confound the Scribes and Phariſees, and baffle the 
Rabbies and Philoſophers, and triumph over all 
the Learning and Policy of the Heathen World ? 

That a few poor contemptible Perſons, that had 

neither _ 


— 
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|. neither the Arms of Alexander, nor the Arts of 

his Maſter Ariſtotle, ſhould ſilence the Oracles, 

preach down all the Temples and Altars, the 

Rites and Ceremomes both of the Judaic and 

Ethnic Conſtitutions ; that they ſhould perſwade 

Men to leave their Riches and Eaſe, and to em- 

brace Poverty and Trouble, and an afflicted State 

of Life, to forgoe Liberty, Pleaſures, and Profit, 

nay and Life itſelf, only to take up the Croſs and 

| follow a Crucified Saviour, in Expectation of 4 

| Recompence in Heaven. I ſay, all this, and abun- 
dantly more than this, has been done. by Moſes 
and the Prophets, by the preaching of our Lord, 
by the Miniſtry of his Apoſtles, and their Succeſ- 
ſors, ordained by them in the ſeveral Ages of the 

_ Chriſtian Church. F 

Theſe are the Means appointed by God for 
our Salvation, and they are (as you have ſeen) 
very ſufficient and effectual for that End, (it 
Men are not wilfully wanting to themſelves;) for 
theſe are indeed ſo powerful, that if Men are not 
to be prevailed upon by them, nothing elſe can be 
ſuppoſed to reclaim them; if they hear not Moſes 
and the Prophets, neither would they be perſwaded 
tho one roſe from the Dead. It thoſe Argu- 
ments which have wrought upon ſo many al- 
ready, have not the ſame Effect upon them; it's 
plain tis nothing but the moſt perverſe Wiltul- 
neſs, and incorrigible Obſtinacy, and not want 
of Evidence: And in this Caſe it is impoſſible 
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to convince thoſe who are reſolved not to be 


convinced : The ſtrongeſt Arguments cannot pre- 
vail over Mens beloved Laſts, when they are re- 


ſolved in fulfilling them: Demonſtration. itſelf can- 


not confute a reſolv d Will; ſo that it is impoſſible 
for thoſe ever to be reclaim d by any other Means, 


who are not to be influencd by Moſes and the 
Prophets, and the preſent Diſpenſers of God's Ho- 
ly Word and Sacraments: The Arguments they 

ule, being of eternal Conſequence to us, are the 


greateſt and ſtrongeſt that can be propos'd to Hu- 
mane Underſtanding ; and if theſe have no Suc- 
ceſs, nothing elſe will: For if Men are ſo deſ- 


perately beſotted, as not to regard the Word of | 


God, which has been ſo undeniably confirm'd by 
Miracles from Heaven, and is Orthodoxly preach'd 
by Perfons rightly ordain d for the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry, they would not be perſwaded tho one roſe from 
the Dead : They who are ſo profligate as not to re- 
gard theſe, would never be perſwaded by any 
extraordinary Methods that cou'd be taken with 
them. From what has been ſaid, tit concerns us 
who are bleſſed with Moles aud the Prophets, ray, 


who have Chriſt and his Apoſtles, an Orthodox 


and rightly Ordain'd Clergy, Preaching almoſt 
daily in our Synagogues, and rightly and duly Ad- 
miniſtring God's Holy Word and Sacraments, to 


aſe our belt Endeavours that thefe bleſſed Bene- 
fits which God is pleas d to vouchſafe us, be not 


loſt upon us, but that we anſwer the End and De- 


Con. 
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fn of God's Goodneſs in granting them to us. 

| God knows we have too much Reaſon to lament. 

the fad Examples that we every Day ſee of thoſe 

who deſpiſe the Church of God, ridicule its Mi- 

niſters, and load them with the moſt odious 

Names and Characters, vilifie their Office, as no- 

thing but Worldly Policy and Prieſtcraft, to keep 

| filly People in awe: Such Miſcreants as theſe can 

never be reclaim'd by that Goſpel they ſo Athe- 

iſtically traduce. Moſes and the Prophets, the 

| preaching of. Gods Word by his Meſſengers, 

which has prevailed over all the other Parts of the 

World, cannot prevail over ſuch as theſe, who 

are abandon'd to their own Lults, and vile Ima- 

ginations. But alas! This is to turn all thoſe 

Bleſſings which God intends for their Salvation, 

into Inſtruments of their. Damnation; but ſince 

we have not ſo learned (briſt, and. ſince God. of 

his Goodneſs affords us ſuch excellent Inſtruments 

of Happineſs, let us thankfully embrace, and 

make a right uſe of them; be deſirous of Inſtru- 

ction, and willing to purſue all proper Methods 

in order to it; to this end let us be Humble, and 

not vainly Conceited of our ſelves, as if we had 

no nced of Information, nor eſteem our ſelves 

too great to receive it, even from» the meaneſt 

Preacher. For as a great Prelate of our own Church 

obſerves, there is no Diſcourſe ſo deſpicable, 

but that an humble Mind may profit by it, and 

find ſomewhat at leaſt to Exerciſe his Charity 
and 
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and Patience, if not excite his Zeal, and im- © 
prove his Knowledge. Nothing is ſo great an | ü 
Enemy to our Proficiency in any Thing, as Pride, 
when Men lock upon themſelves too wile ta | 
learn, they neglect and deſpiſe Inſtruction; where- 
Prov. 26. fore Solomon ſays of ſuch an Oe, See ſt thou 4 Man 
py wiſe in his own Conceit, there is more hope of a Fool | 
than of him : We ſhould therctore be ready to di- | 
ſtruſt our ſelves, and our own Apprehenſions, 
bear a due Regard and Deterence to the Judy. | 
ment of others, and be willing to be raught by | 
thoſe whom God has ſet over us for that End and 
Thus having Moſes and the Prophets, our Sa- 
viour Chriſt, and his Apoſtles and Miniſters, 
rightly ſucceeding them by a Legal Ordination, 
you ſhould hear them, ſtrive all you can to re- 
ceive Benefit by their Miniſtry, and that our | 
preaching may not be in vain to you. Come to 
the Publick Aſſemblies, as Chriſtians ought to do, | 
with an honeſt and upright Heart, with Charity 
and Humility, being {ſincerely defirous of im- 
proving your Knowledge and Underſtanding in | 
your Duty. But above all, come with firm Re- 
ſolutions of practiſing what you hear; remember 
tis this that Chriſtianity intends and deſigns in all | 
its Ordinances : and if we thus ſincerely dire@ | 
all our Hearing to the Glory of God, and the 
Fdification of our own Souls, we ſhall in the end 
obtain an eternal and ever- bleſſed Reward for all 
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our Services; for our Labour will not be in vain in 


the Lord. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons and One 
God, be all Honour and Glory, Might, 

Majeſty and Dominion, both now and for 

ever more. , Amen, and Amen. 
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